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Prince Bismarck, and we must therefore be prepared, now that a
settlement of Eastern affairs is again occupying the anxious
attention of Europe, to see him seek to secure the alliance of
Russia and re-establish the Drei-Katserbund, if the European
Concert should fail to compel the Porte to carry out the stipula-
tions of the Treaty of Berlin. . . ."

St. Vallier did his utmost to nullify the harm that Gambetta
was doing, and continued to consult Bismarck. In the following
February, when the French were engaged in their Tunis policy,
he had a very secret interview to ask Bismarck's advice about the
difficulty which had arisen with Britain. Private though the
meeting was, it came to Lord Odo Russell's ears that it had
taken place, and that Bismarck had recommended France
on no account to quarrel with her neighbour, but even, if
necessary, to submit the matter to arbitration,1 but the question
continued to remain acute. It caused a little storm in a tea-cup
in Berlin, when the French Government accused persons
unknown of making representations against them in the name
of the British Government. As Lord Ampthill was the only
person authorized to speak thus, he made inquiries of the
Foreign Minister as to whether anyone at any time had done
such a thing, and received the answer, "Never."2

The French Documents seem to give a clue to this queer
story. In a long conversation with St. Vallier, Bismarck vividly
described an attempt made the previous August by Lord
Dufferin to persuade him to support mediation in the Tunis
affair, "Of course I abruptly rebuffed the overture," This tale
caused great annoyance to Barthel6my St. Hilaire, who unfolded
it to the French Ambassador as a proof of England's secret
ill-will. Challemal-Lacour, only half believing it, expressed
regret to Sir Charles Dilke that an attempt at mediation should
have been made by so devious a course.3 If Sir Charles Dilke's
emphatic denial is to be believed, the whole incident was
only a mare's nest,

French policy at this time made St. Vallier wring his hands in
despair. Her ancient traditions of glorious memory were being
trampled in the dust by feeble politicians who did not even seem
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